
students achieving suc-
cesses that are beyond 
our expectations and there 
are students struggling 
with the challenges that 
this Academy presents.  It 
is important to note that 
the prior of those two is 
more surprising than the 
latter.  As an educator who 
has dedicated his life to 
the improvement children’s 
lives, it gives me great 

pride to be a part of 
the Utica Community 
Schools and the Acad-
emy for International 
Studies.  This month 

we had visitors from the 
United Kingdom at our 
Academy to study our 
practices benefiting them 
and providing critical feed-
back to help us grow as a 
school and a school dis-
trict.  Congresswoman 
Miller also visited the 
Academy to witness our 
progress.  These experi-
ences and the many oth-
ers have helped this Acad-
emy continue to challenge 
the norms, increase rigor 
and create relevant and 
meaningful experiences 
and connections for our 
students.  It continues to 
be exciting to do such 
great work with children. 

Sincerely, 
Tom Lietz 
UAIS Coordinator 

This November arrives in 
the midst of one of the 
most exciting political sea-
sons ever, reminding us of 
the importance of public 
education and of the work 
we all do as parents, com-
munity members and 
teachers impact our stu-
dent’s lives.  As candi-
dates quarrel back and 
forth over issues that both 
parties know are likely to 
be unaffected by the 
election’s result, there 
remains a simple real-
ity that schools remain 
the heart of what 
makes our country great.  
The privilege our students 
have to attend free and 
rigorous public education 
is a right that our children 
enjoy unlike a majority of 
the world’s children.  Ac-
cording to UNESCO 18 
million new teachers are 
needed to secure educa-
tion for the world’s class-
room and alleviate over-
crowding that makes our 
most crowded classrooms 
seem empty by compari-
son.  More frightening is 
that this 18 million, accord-
ing to UNESCO, does not 
begin to answer questions 
of qualification and train-
ing. 

Despite failing proficien-
cies on some international 
assessments, the Utica 

Community Schools con-
tinue to boast increasing 
math and reading scores 
as well as increased par-
ticipation and success in 
Advanced Placement 

classes.  Where the world 
faces dilemmas of under 
and un-qualified teachers, 
the UCS continues to em-
ploy a team of world class 
educators.  The establish-
ment of our International 
Baccalaureate academy 
and the commitment to 
rigor across the district 
signifies a culture of inter-
national excellence and 
provides a series of 
mechanisms to continue 
improving education and 
exceeding the international 
standards, preparing our 
students for the World of 
competition that lies ahead 
of them. 

At the end of this first 
marking period, I am 
pleased with the progress 
we have made.  There are 

Times for Reflecting... 
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Academy Points 
of Interest 

· Fall Music Concert 
November 20, 2008 
Eisenhower PAC 

· Afternoon Conferences 
Thursday, November 13 
(11:30-2:30) 

· Evening Conferences 
are Wed. Nov. 12 and 
Thurs. Nov. 13 (5-8 pm.   
See the UAIS website 
for more information 



erned by a sense of long term 
focus on what will allow us to 
continue our economic prow-
ess in the face of the worst 
economic downturn in the last 
fifty years.  Pink’s notions of 
“Abundance, Asia and auto-
mation” are answered by his 
six senses that give the 
reader an introspective into 
the skills innate in all of us 
that when tapped become the 
key to our personal, economic 
and professional growth.  

 Daniel Pink’s A Whole New 
Mind explores the changing 
dynamics of global economics 
and how that shift is making 
American creativity even 
more important than it has 
been over the past 100 years 
of unprecedented economic 
growth.  Pink’s look at the 
notion of the “conceptual age” 
in which notions of engineer-
ing and entertainment blend 
and in which executive deci-
sion making must be gov-

Pink’s book is hopeful and 
practical and provides a great 
read for young and old alike 
but requires the reader to let 
go of their perceptions and 
embrace a different way of 
thinking that is often more 
natural than the frame of mind 
we find ourselves in prior to 
reading.   Pink’s poignant 
effort to help us see our think-
ing and reshape it could not 
have a more important mes-
sage. 

Daniel Pink’s Reframing of the Creative Economy 

student body.  Like our great 
nation, our student leadership 
has two houses to represent 
the interests of all and the 
interests of the populace.  Our 
Student Leadership Corps is 
made up of 15 students repre-
senting 6th hour classes.  
These two student bodies will 
act as a student council for 
activities as well as decisions 
that impact our Academy.  In 
the United Kingdom there 
have been great strides in the 

implementation of student 
voice and student leadership.  
Later this year, our students 
will have an opportunity to 
meet with students from the 
UK to learn about this notion 
of student leadership and how 
a very highly effective and 
high functioning student lead-
ership can play a tremendous 
part in the very culture of a 
building.  More information 
can be found on the website  
activities page. 

The CLC and SLC have arrived! 

Central to our vision of stu-
dent leadership and voice is 
the notion that our students 
should be leaders in the 
classroom and the school as 
a whole.  The constitution of a 
Coordinator’s Leadership 
Council (CLC) has begun to 
make that idea a reality.  Rep-
resenting each of our seven 
feeder schools and our school 
of choice students, the CLC is 
composed of 10 students who 
will serve as one voice of the 
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Purchase your IB 
merchandise includ-
ing hats, shirts, 
sweats and polo 
shirts supporting the 
UAIS! 

Reading ahead... 

Other enjoyable and timely 
reads! 

Three Billion New 
Capitalists: The Great Shift 
of Wealth and Power to the 
East  by Clyde Prestowitz  
 
The Last Lecture by Randy 
Pausch 

 
The Audacity of Hope by 
Barack Obama 
 
 Why Courage Matters: The 
Way to a Braver Life by John 
McCain  

Pink’s A Whole New Mind 
explores the relevance of how 
we think as it relates to an 
emerging world economy. 

CLC Team 

Nolan Brown (MJH/At Large) 
Roma Cusumano (SJH) 
Emma Gougeon (HFII) 
Emily Graves (DJH) 
Rachel Hensley (SoC) 
Shruti Jha (JJH) 
Katlyn Marck (HJH) 
Melanie Nieske (MJH) 
Victoria Pace (SoC) 
Deanna Scheafer (EJH) 
 
 

SLC Team 

Mr. Layson’s 6th Hour 
Rachel Collis (Malow) 
Juana Gasso (Eppler)  
Ogie Aramovska (Malow) 

 
Mrs. Pfannes’s 6th Hour 
Dana Basal  Jeannette 
Rachel Braum  Malow 
Matt Yasso  Malow 

 

Mr. Spear’s 6th Hour 
Michelle Chow   (Malow) 
Neil Dhaira   (Ford) 
Christopher Stark  (Malow) 

 

 

Ms. Webb’s 6th Hour 
Salwa Choudhury (Malow) 
Austin Kurian (HFII) 
Nicholas Zajciw (Davis) 

 

Ms. Zhang’s 6th Hour 
Belinda Cheng  (Shelby) 
Corinne Wallace  (Heritage) 
Michelle Kattula  (Heritage) 



and Mrs. Julia Holt (vocal 
music).  Working with a tal-
ented group of young people 
from across the Utica Com-
munity Schools and our sur-
rounding community, the di-
rectors have coordinated a 
show that includes music 
from around the world. 

The unique combination of 
vocal and instrumental music 
makes this performance a 

The Utica Academy for Inter-
national Studies music de-
partment will be hosting its 
first concert in the recently 
opened Eisenhower High 
School Performing Arts Cen-
ter on Thursday, November 
20, 2008 at 7 pm.  This show-
case will feature vocal and 
instrumental performance of 
music around the world under 
the direction of Ms. Gaye 
Hofer (instrumental music) 

special one that promises to 
unify music disciplines and 
provide a unique and cultur-
ally diverse listening experi-
ence.  The performance 
promises to be the first of 
many amazing performances 
of our students. 

UAIS Music Makes its Debut... 
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Ms. Hofer brings a wealth of knowl-
edge to the UAIS Music Department 
having taught across the spectrum of 
the UCS music department. 

Mrs. Holt  joins the 
UAIS staff from Ei-
senhower HS 
where she has 

If you are 

interested in 

more information 

contact Ms. Hofer 

or Mrs. Holt  

“Music expresses that which cannot be put into 
words and cannot remain silent”  

 ~ Victor Hugo  



At the Utica Academy for In-
ternational Studies we have 
embedded a very particular 
shared philosophy of how 
education works best based 
upon biology, study and years 
of educational practice.  Many 
students are finding this new 
way of learning challenging 
and, in some cases, uncom-
fortable because it is attempt-
ing to un-teach many of the 
practices that have become 
engrained in modern educa-
tion.  The following excerpt 
from the 12 Principles of 
Brain / Mind Learning ex-
plains the process and phi-
losophy of learning central to 
this Academy. 

The 12 brain/mind learning 
principles were first published 
in Educational Leader-
ship  in  1989 to explain how 
people learn naturally.  They 
provided the foundations for 
what was called brain based 

learning. 

We now call them systems 
principles of natural learn-
ing.  They are based on the 
fact that natural learning is 
biological as well as psycho-
logical, and that every aspect 
of a human being - including 
body, emotions, mind, social 
relationships and physical 
context  is involved in learn-
ing.  The principles were de-
veloped by synthesizing and 
integrating research from 
many different disciplines, 
ranging from neuroscience to 
cognitive psychology. 

They show that there are acu-
tally several different types of 
learning, and different types 
of learning outcomes.  There 
are differences, for instance, 
between:  

· rote memorization for 
surface knowledge; 

· problem solving for intel-
lectual understanding and 
technical/scholastic 
knowledge; and 

· learning from experience 
that produces a "feel" for 
things and results in per-
formance knowledge. 

The principles  were devel-
oped in much more detail, 
with implications for teaching, 
in the Caines' best selling 
book Making Connec-
tions:  Teaching and the Hu-
man Brain (ASCD, 
1991).   The principles have 
been used extensively 
throughout the world, at all 
levels of education, ranging 
from the classroom to distict 
offices to universities to serv-
ing as foundational material 
for state documents. 

As students work their way 
through Socratic dialogues, 
(continued on page 10) 

Why Does Learning Feel Different at the Academy? 

Students Speak: Poll shows UAIS student votes in the 2008 Election 
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UAIS students voted in the 
October 28th student elec-

tion hosted by Heritage Jun-
ior High School 

 
The wheel illustrates 
the 12 Principles of 
Brain / Mind Natural 

Learning. 

They are based on the 

fact that natural 

learning is biological as 

well as psychological, 

and that every aspect of 

a human being - 

including body, 

emotions, mind, social 

relationships and 

physical context  is 

involved in learning.   
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Candidate

Barack 
Obama



Mrs. Newell, UAIS Counselor, 
plans a counseling seminar 
for students each month.  
During October we visited 
Dodge Park and focused on 
topics including stress 
management, thinking 
traps, community ser-
vice and time manage-
ment.  Students also 
participated in a park 
clean-up project that 
day. 

On Monday November 
24th we have been in-
vited to University of 
Michigan for a central 
campus walking tour 
which provides a look at 
academic facilities includ-
ing a computer lab, a lecture 
hall, a classroom, a residence 
hall and libraries. Groups also 
see popular and historic loca-

tions like the Michigan Union, 
the Law Quad, and the Diag.  
The tour will be followed by a 
college readiness presenta-
tion tailored for our students. 

 

On December 23rd our coun-
seling seminar will be held at 
Heritage.  One of the UCS 

Career Development Facilita-
tors will be working with stu-
dents in the morning on the 
Career Cruising program.  In 
the afternoon students will 

have the opportunity to 
interact with two guest 
panels.  One panel will be 
comprised of UCS gradu-
ates who are currently 
attending college.  These 
college students will 
share advice for the high 
school years and explain 
their own college and 
major selection process. 
A second panel will be 
made up of representa-

tives from various careers.  
These speakers will share 
characteristics of their ca-

reers and the pathway that 
led to their current position. 

of our American heritage.  
The experience was insightful 
and appropriate of a school 
that is searching for the 
bonds that unify us as a cul-
ture and similarities that out-
weigh our differences.   

In December our students 
have been invited to attend 
the premier of the film Our 
India Story.  The film is part of 
the Emmy Award-winning 
“Our Story of…”series. This 
series is dedicated to the goal 
of enriching Metro Detroit by 
fostering a greater under-

On Sunday, November 2nd a 
group of twenty-three from 
the Global Journeys Club 
visited the Lorenzo Cultural 
Center for a tour of the exhib-
its A Journey of Hope: Michi-
gan’s Immigrant Experience.  
Following that, students en-
joyed a moving program ti-
tled, America, The Melting 
Pot performed by the Warren 
Symphony Orchestra. 

The students took this oppor-
tunity to see the rich tapestry 
of immigrant values and be-
liefs that form the foundations 

standing of the individual eth-
nic communities that define 
us.  Several other groups 
have been profiled in previous 
films.  Information on the 
other films in the series can 
be found at http://
www.ourstoryof.com/ 

Students selected to attend 
this film premier event titled 
“The Flavors of India” will not 
only enjoy watching the film, 
but will also enjoy a gala in-
cluding traditional dinner, 
music and dance. 

Counseling Corner: Opportunities for Academic Testing 

Global Journey’s Club Explores our Immigrant Past  
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The Lorenzo Cultural Cen-
ter at MCC is a  local gem 
for historic and cultural in-

formation. 

“Believe it or not, 

many college 

applications will 

ask you to 

account for how 

you spent your 

free time during 

each summer 

vacation…” 

November’s counseling 
session will take the 
UAIS students to the 

University of Michigan 
in Ann Arbor. 

The Diag at the University of 
Michigan’s Ann Arbor campus  

“As the soil, however rich it may be, cannot be pro duc-
tive without cultivation, so the mind without cultu re can 
never produce good fruit.” ~ Seneca Quote  

  



On November 4th, 2008, 
America will have a choice to 
make that outweighs all oth-
ers:  “For whom should I not 
vote?”     

During the current election, 
the message from both of the 
main candidates has been as 
follows:  “You should not vote 
for the other guy because 
blah, blah, terrorist, blah, 
blah, war monger, blah, too 
young, blah, too old.”  Do 
these people have stances on 
the difficulties Americans are 
going through?  What are 
they called?  OH YEAH!  IS-
SUES!!!  Maybe those things 
are important!  Maybe the 
candidates should focus on 
those! 

According to the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle, “At one point 
in August, 90 percent of the 
ads Obama was airing were 
against McCain.”  In an ad 
launched in July, the McCain 
campaign said, “He’s the big-
gest celebrity in the world, but 
is he ready to lead?  …Higher 
taxes, more foreign oil, that's 
the real Obama.”  Commer-
cials like this are heard every 
day on television and influ-
ence voters.  So far, the best 
source I have on either candi-
date is his opponent’s claims. 

Look at the beauty of our cur-
rent choices.  On one side we 
have a young, vibrant Senator 
who, if elected, would bring 
numerous wonderful changes 
and reformation to America.  
Also, if Barack Obama is 
elected, we will have our first 
African American President.  
All minorities are rising up and 
striking epic blows for civil 
rights everywhere.  We have 
traveled an extensive dis-
tance, let us not allow our 
political corruption, immature 
bickering, or colossal miscon-
ceptions turn us around. 

Opposing Obama we have an 
experienced, tough Senator, 
who, if elected, would offer 
stern leadership and carry 
along many of the policies of 
the previous eight years.  I 
can think of no person who 
deserves the title of President 
more than John McCain.  He 
risked his life and was tor-
tured for his country in the 
Vietnam War.  However, in 
January, McCain said, “The 
issue of economics is not 
something I’ve understood as 
well as I should….”   McCain 
voted consistently in favor of 
the invasion of Iraq.  He also 
voted to implement the surge.  
As president, he would con-
tinue with the war effort, cost-

ing trillions of dollars and pos-
sibly ensuring a safe, terror-
ism-free future. 

I encourage every person to 
vote, but it is imperative that 
their candidate’s positions are 
known beforehand.  If politi-
cians would talk straight to the 
people, we wouldn’t be in this 
predicament.  Americans must 
read between the lines of 
campaign smear commercials 
and rhetoric.  From all the 
attacks during the primaries 
from the Hannitys, Lim-
baughs, and other conserva-
tive talk show hosts, one 
would think that McCain is so 
liberal he should run for Presi-
dent as a Democrat.  He 
voted with the President 
ninety-five percent of the time!  
Compare the philosophies of 
both candidates and the party 
lines they would inevitably 
drag along.  As an Independ-
ent, I’m often unsure for whom 
to vote.  I refuse to reveal my 
vote in this article; it doesn’t 
and shouldn’t have anything 
to do with anyone else’s.  Get 
educated.  Judge based on 
issues.  Ignore negative and 
unfounded campaign ads.  
Show how far we’ve come. 

How Far Have We Come? 
by Joshua Barthel 
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Republican presidential 
hopeful Arizona Senator 
John McCain 

Democratic presiden-
tial hopeful Illinois 
Senator Barack 
Obama holds the 
homes of liberals 

Issues are 
never simple. 
One thing IÕm 
proud of is 
that very 
rarely will you 
hear me 
simplify the 
issues.  
~ Sen. Barack 
Obama 

I don't doubt the sincerity of my Democratic 
friends. And they should not doubt ours.  
~ Sen. John McCain   



He’s been called a terrorist and a long 
shot. He’s the first African-American presi-
dential nominee by a major party.  His 
name is Senator Barack Obama, and if 
you don’t know who he is, you’ve probably 
been living under a rock for the last two 
years. 

Barack Obama officially announced his 
run for the white house on February 10th 
2007 at the same place where Abraham 
Lincoln announced his. Initially, Obama 
was written off as a long shot against 
Senator Hillary Clinton. However, he won 
the Iowa Caucus, shocking every political 
pundit and encouraging his supporters. He 
won state after state until he was the pre-
sumptive nominee. Even though Hillary 
held on for two long months, Senator 
Obama did not become intimidated. He 
has driven a record turnout of voters under 
age 25 to the polls and smashed numer-
ous campaign fundraising records Even 
now, Obama has an eight point lead in the 

polls according to the new-
est CNN/Gallup poll.  If 
elected president, Senator 
Obama promises universal 

health care, more funding for green en-
ergy, and to responsibly end the failed war 
in Iraq. All of these issues affect us as 
United States and global citizens. 

Universal health care is critical to ensure a 
stable middle class. Under John McCain’s 
plan, the single mother with cancer won’t 
be able to pay for her children to go to 
college because she’s swimming in an 
ocean of debt from the hospital bills. As 
Senator Obama notes on his official web-
site, Americans can keep their current 
health insurance or receive a $200 check 
per person to shop around for a new plan. 

Whether all Americans believe in global 
warming or not, we can all agree that we 
need to reduce our dependence on oil, as 
most experts agree that at our current 
consumption rate, we will be out of oil in 
about 50 years. We risk a major energy 
crisis at these consumption rates. 

The war in Iraq is funneling tax payers’ 

money into a broken cause. To say that 
the insurgency has worked based on mere 
statistics is like saying a student fails a 
certain subject in school because he/she 
does not enjoy it.  His/her grade is due to a 
number of factors, whether he/she really 
has problems understanding subject mat-
ter, or because of a lack of motivation.  
The people of Iraq do not want us there, 
according to a survey conducted by the 
U.S. military. We are not the world’s po-
licemen, with or without our weapons of 
mass destruction. 

I know that we UAIS students are too 
young to vote, but that doesn’t mean we 
are too young to care. Encourage your 
parents to exercise their right to vote. Or 
volunteer with a campaign. Be aware of 
the issues and the candidate’s stances, 
but most of all, take an interest. Most of us 
will be voting in the next presidential elec-
tion and you can never be too prepared. 
These issues effect all of us and as Colin 
Powell best puts it: “Senator Obama can 
rally the young people and lead a nation.” 

of Iraq, the country, 
all its faithful in-
habitants and the 
entire region would 
be in the middle of 

Iranian/Iraqi fighting. If Iraq were to be 
thrown into a civil war, Saudi Arabia, 
where the U.S. imports over 60% of its oil, 
would be in grave danger. If an attack 
were to come on a major Saudi oil refinery 
or port, our economy would crumble. In a 
recent CNN news documentary, “We Were 
Warned: Out of Gas,” this scenario was 
played out. Gas would sky rocket. The 
Dow Jones Industrial would plummet amid 
fears of a gas shortage. In a worst case 
scenario, the United States would face a 
gas shortage. No gas at gas stations. No 
gas to transport food to supermarkets. No 
gas to heat our homes.  

Barack Obama has proposed tax cuts, 
health care benefits, and other dangerous 
spending. These tax cuts and health care 
plans may benefit the low middle class, but 
don’t benefit the real middle class. Barack 
Obama is creating a scenario where mak-
ing yourself known as a white collar worker 

John McCain has been attacked, scoffed 
at, and written off. A quick look at the true 
issues and how national security, econ-
omy, and war are all interconnected shows 
that John McCain is the best candidates. I 
believe in John McCain because he gives 
hope, revives American patriotism and as 
an adolescent American getting ready to 
find a job, lease a car, and plan for college, 
the Republican Ticket’s plan seems more 
suitable and more feasible than the oppo-
nents’. 

John McCain has defended his position on 
the war in Iraq very vehemently. While 
Barack Obama opposed a troop surge, 
which he has admitted is working, John 
McCain endorsed it. Iraqis are fleeing Iraq 
from the threat of Islamic Extremists. In 
2007, General Petraeus said, "sectarian 
fighting among militias fueled by Iran could 
be the biggest long-term challenge for 
Iraq."  If the United States were to pull out 

is someone how offending blue collar 
workers. What Barack Obama doesn’t tell 
Americans is that his proposed tax cuts 
come from businesses around the United 
States, therefore cutting wages across the 
board. On top of this, Barack Obama 
wants to tax people making over $250K 
extra. Barack Obama doesn’t care about 
the true middle class. In fact, on 
www.taxcut.barackobama.com, the Ameri-
can who makes $250K, has 3+ depend-
ents, has college expenses, and is over 
65, “You will probably not get a tax cut 
under the Obama-Biden plan.”  

John McCain doesn’t lower taxes for the 
lower end, and leave other Americans 
hanging dry. John McCain truly under-
stands what we as Americans need to 
return to our glorious status. It’s no wonder 
that America has succeed in the last forty 
years with all but 3 presidents being Re-
publican. John McCain understands the 
struggles ahead and what we can do to 
overcome it. America needs a maverick, 
not an inexperienced, sweet-talking Junior 
Senator from Illinois. 

Hope and Change on the Horizon  
by Marysa Sutton 

AmeriCain: The Right Choice for America 

by Matthew Yasso 
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Geometry Mrs. McNair, Ms. 
Webb 
This month in Geometry, we are 
going to be sticking with the 
proofs. Proving geometric theo-
rems that have to do with trian-
gles is our main angle. Keep on 
working on those Inductive and 
Deductive Reasoning portfolios. 
Those will be due at the end of 
the month. 

English Mr. Spear  
This month in English class we 
are going to finish Speak. After 
that we will present our motifs 
and talk about teenagers’ strug-
gles. Before going into Siddhar-
tha, we are going to take a look 
at Buddhism. We will also be 
creating sociograms of interper-
sonal relationships. 

WHAP Mr. Layson  
In history, this month we are go-
ing to be seeing the classical 
civilizations of China, India, 
Greece, and Rome in a whole 
new perspective. With more 
knowledge at our hands, we will 
be able to manipulate our re-
sources and know more about 
the world instead of separate 
countries alone. After this month 
we are going to be astonished 
with what we know and how the 
world became what it is today. 

Science Mrs. Pfannes  
After finishing up Motions in 
Space in science class this 
month, we will be focused on 
three main subjects. We will be 
learning about energy transfor-
mations, electricity, and sound & 
light. There is so much energy, 
that we will be drowning in it. No 
more coffee for us! We are all set 

for this month. 

Spanish I Sra. Remy  
Spanish I students are going to be 
super busy this month! They are go-
ing to be learning school subjects and 
describing school in Spanish speaking 
countries. That’s a ton of school! Not 
to mention, the “Day of the Dead” 
project, or the “El dia de los Muertos” 
project, at the end of the month. 

Spanish II Sra. Remy  
Pack your bags Spanish II, because 
we will be traveling from China to 
Italy… in Spanish of course. Spanish 
II students will be learning traveling 
terms from “train” to “flight attendant”. 
That’s not all! We will learn about 
camping and backpacking in Spanish 
speaking countries. Spanish II will 
also touch on “El dia de los Muertos.” 

French I Dr. Webster  
At one o’clock, the math class is going 
to be… Bonjour! French I students will 
be learning school subjects and 
classes like art or science. They will 
also be learning the linking verb etre, 
which means to be. French I students 
will also be learning how to tell time 
and how to identify times to certain 
events.  

French II Dr. Webster  
French II will be learning how to say 
hobbies like sports, games and musi-
cal instruments. They will also be 
learning activities that are associated 
with these hobbies. Lastly, this month 
will be wrapped up with the discussion 
of using verbs and prepositions in 
French grammar. 

Japanese I/II Sensei Sullivan  
This month, Japanese students will be 
completing chapters 2&3. They will be 
learning how to say classroom items 
and phrases, like book and “Pay at-

tention!” Japanese students will be 
able to insult their families in a differ-
ent language, because this month 
they are going to learn how to de-
scribe their family members. While 
their parents are getting the Japa-
nese beat down, at least they can 
chow down on the rice balls that the 
students learned how to make! 

Mandarin Ms. Zhang  
Mandarin students have been learn-
ing Chinese calligraphy and numbers 
1-100. This month they are going to 
be learning about hobbies and learn-
ing Chinese songs like “Love each 
other.” Mandarin students will be 
“you tubing” their song and we are so 
excited that all of us are going to 
watch the video, comment it and vote 
for it. Right??!! 

Visual Art Ms. Khan  
In Art Foundations, students will be 
as busy as ever. Art students will be 
drawing… and coloring! Only joking! 
Art students will be busy. With pres-
entations on famous artists in famous 
eras of art every day this month, and 
having their Exploration Notebooks 
up to date, coming to art class is 
going to be like doing Mr. Layson’s 4 
column notes.  

Vocal Music Mrs. Holt Instrumental 
Music Ms. Hofer  
Vocal and Instrumental music stu-
dents are diving into the early Ren-
aissance this month. They are work-
ing on popular musical pieces from 
Japan and Hawaii. Music students 
are also going to be preparing for 
their huge Concert on November 
20th at Eisenhower H.S.  

What’s Going On! 
by Juanna Gasso 
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We are an international school. How many 
times have we, as students of the inaugu-
ral class of the UAIS, heard that? The fact 
of the matter is, we are not only part of an 
international community; we are the inter-
national community. 

I went around the cafetorium Monday, the 
6th, asking the UAIS one question, to 
which I got a plethora of answers. The 
question was "What nationality are you?" 
My home school, Malow, houses a Cauca-
sian majority. That's likely the same most 
everywhere in the district. When most 
people hear IB, they think, "Asians, right?" 
Although that is true, I'm not going to lie 
and say it isn't, there are other nationalities 
that do take a majority in this school as 
well.  

There's obviously a higher concentration 
of students of Native American descent 
here than at other schools.  I can say, "Not 
only do we have American citizens whose 

ancestors came here up to hundreds of 
years ago, we have Americans whose 
ancestors were here long before that!" 
This is a very unique experience for all of 
us, because Native Americans had a huge 
impact on the history of the United States. 
It seems to me that the kids with Native 
American blood here are definitely going 
the extra mile; knowing that they will get 
some sort of significant financial aid, they 
chose to come to the UAIS, for more than 
an average high school experience.  

Now come the Europeans, otherwise 
known to most people as "white."  I think 
that most non-Caucasian people would 
classify the "white kids" as the ones to 
care the least about anything, but being a 
teenager. I, on the other hand, think that is 
a very unfair stereotype. "White kids" are 
no different than "Asians" or "Browns" 
when it comes to intelligence. 

Moving eastward, we land in Asia. Oh 

dear, here come the Asian and brown kid 
jokes. At this school, I think that non-
Asians have the preconceived notion that 
people from Asia are smarter than most. 
This notion is not the kind of mind set that 
IB students should have, but old habits die 
hard. As I mentioned before, it is a matter 
of drive. The Asians here seem to take 
pride in this notion; this might be because 
of everyone expecting them to do better.  

It is a matter of pride for one's country, 
when I ask, "Where are you guys from?" 
and the table yells "INDIA!!" We, as stu-
dents of the UAIS, need to learn every-
thing about our culture and the next. We 
are probably one of the most diverse 
classes in this district. We need to take this 
idea of "internationalism" and bring it back 
home. Yes, we all are American, but we've 
got international blood, and we should 
make that known. 

pocrisy.   

5. My greatest extravagance is travel.  I 
spare no expense to go where I want, 
when I want, how long I want, in the style I 
want.  Actually, it’s the secret reason why 
I’m in this program.  I have 200,000 airline 
miles.  Who’s with me?! 

6. My current state of mind is what it 
mostly always is: mildly under-pressure, 
intense, driven, and needing caffeine. 

7. My most overrated virtue is definitely my 
talent at being a “fixer.”  While the coun-
selor in me serves me well, I often take on 
unnecessary emotional burdens some-
times that are the responsibilities of others. 

8. I lie in any given situation when the lie 
serves a greater moral good, like to protect 
another person’s reputation from being 
damaged unnecessarily or one’s feelings 
from being hurt.  Occasionally, I lie when 

1. I’ve never thought of what perfect happi-
ness would look like because I know that 
my “perfect happiness” is something I can 
never attain.  I have resigned myself to the 
reality that I must be happy with what I 
have, right here, right now.  

2. My greatest fear is living a life of insig-
nificance.  I want to know that when I leave 
this world, I have made it a better place, 
hopefully permanently.  Whenever I be-
come fearful, I try to remind myself to con-
tinue working toward making sure that 
doesn’t happen. 

3. I absolutely deplore my impatience.  
Hands down, it is my worst quality be-
cause it not only is the most difficult of my 
negative attributes to control, but when it 
takes over, it also clouds all of positives 
qualities that I think people admire about 
me. 

4. The trait I deplore most in others is hy-

students ask me tough personal questions, 
like on Proust Questionnaires.  Just kid-
ding…maybe. 

9. The living person I most despise would 
have to be Osama bin Laden. 

10. The quality I admire most in a student 
would be appreciation.  Education is a gift I 
believe most students in our country take 
for granted when billions want desperately 
what we have.  If students appreciated 
how precious it really is, then every stu-
dent in America would be a successful 
one. 

11. I think if a teacher is passionate about 
what he does, every other quality neces-
sary to composing a great teacher comes 
naturally. 

12. My heroes mainly include my parents 
and grandparents, who suffered the hor-
rors of World War II, the struggles of pov-
erty, and the language barrier as immi-
grants, all to provide my brothers and me 
with the opportunities that have been 
handed to us. 

 

International Community within an International Community  

by Salwa Choudhury 

Insight into Mr. Spear:  A Proust Questionaire 
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cortex and the execu-
tive functions found in 
this part of the brain.  
The very focus of this 
Academy and its learn-
ing philosophy is to 
help students under-
stand how they think 
and learn and to be-
come better executive 
thinkers.  The world is 
full of people who can 
do tasks but is always 
in need of those great 
minds that can direct a 
task forward. 

· …reflective journals, 
Talking To The Text 
(T4’ing), and a host of 
other experiences de-
signed to challenge 
their notions of learning 
and understanding, 
they are expanding the 
capacities of their 
brains.  Rather than 
relying on parts of their 
brain associated with 
rote memorization they 
are using those parts 
of the brain in concert 
with their pre-frontal 

· As your student contin-
ues to progress 
through the Academy 
the challenge will not 
reduce but will change.  
Over the past two 
months your students 
have learned a great 
deal about physics. 
World history, English 
Language Arts, ge-
ometry, art, music and 
various languages, but 
more importantly have 
begun to pick up tools 
of reflection and deci-

Learning Differently... 

Name 
Address 1 
Address 2 
 

Utica Academy for International Studies students will engage in active inquiry toward be-
coming knowledgeable thinkers, effective communicators, principled and open-minded stu-
dents and members of our society and caring citizens of our world.  As learners, UAIS stu-
dents will be conscientious risk-takers seeking answers where others might accept conclu-
sions, who look for balance in all aspects of physical, emotional and academic life and are 

Utica Academy Online at  

http://UAIS.Uticak12.org 

over time the positive 
habits will become 
your dominant habits.   
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